
Dubbo RSL, Cnr Brisbane & Wingewarra St, Dubbo, NSW 2830
The 2-day GRDC Grains Research Update at Dubbo is back with a vengeance in February 2023. This 
cornerstone event for the grains industry in central NSW is not one to miss if you are involved in the 
production side of the grains industry. Come along and discuss the latest grains research information, 
share ideas, network and update your knowledge.

GRAINS RESEARCH 
UPDATE
DRIVING PROFIT THROUGH RESEARCH

grdc.com.au

DUBBO 
NSW
WEDNESDAY 22 & 
THURSDAY 23 
FEBRUARY 2023

http://grdc.com.au


Day 1 Program: Wednesday 22 February 2023
9am registration for a 10am start, finish by 5:20pm

Time Topic Speaker(s)
9:00 am Registration, morning tea & trade displays
10:00 am Welcome GRDC
10:30 am The short & long-term profitability of different farming systems Lindsay Bell (CSIRO)
11:00 am Pulse & nitrogen strategies in farming systems - legacies, profit & risk Kathi Hertel (NSW DPI) & 

Jon Baird (NSW DPI)
11:35 am Nitrogen - strategies for building the pool & reducing losses

• Organic vs different fertiliser N sources
• Spread urea or drill it in?
• How much N do legumes add?
• A systems approach to N

Chris Dowling (Back Paddock Co.)

12:10 pm Panel discussion
12:30 pm Lunch 
1:20 pm Concurrent session 1 – See concurrent sessions for details
3:05 pm Afternoon tea 
3:35 pm Concurrent session 2 – See concurrent sessions for details
5:20 pm Close 
7:00 pm Networking dinner & drinks at the Devil’s Hollow Brewery. 

10 Commercial Ave, Blueridge Business Park, Dubbo (Supported by FMC & AGT)

Day 2 Program: Thursday 23 February 2023
7:30–8:20am early risers session. Day sessions 8:30am start, finish by 3:10pm

Time Topic Speaker(s)
7:30 am EARLY RISERS DISCUSSION SESSION. Soil acidity

• pH stratification and how soils respond to lime in different environments
Jason Condon (CSU)  
& Helen Burns (NSW DPI)

8:30 am Concurrent session 3 – See concurrent sessions for details
10:15 am Morning tea 
10:45 am Concurrent session 4 – See concurrent sessions for details
12:30 pm Lunch 
1:30 pm Understanding the physiology of wheat yield & interactions between 

temperature, nitrogen & water
Victor Sadras (SARDI)

2:00 pm Optimising control of annual ryegrass 
• Optimising clethodim activity on resistant annual ryegrass 
• Updated herbicide resistance data for central NSW 
• Managing issues with pre-sowing knockdown of glyphosate resistant ryegrass
• Are we selecting for later germinating biotypes of ryegrass? What is the impact 

on the performance of pre-emergent herbicides?

Chris Preston  
(Uni of Adelaide)

2:40 pm Companion cropping of high value cash crops (wheat & chickpeas) in 
central NSW - should it be considered?

Colin McMaster (NSW DPI)

3:10 pm Close

Location & Timing of Concurrent Sessions
Theatrette Starlite 1 & 2 Starlite 3

Day 1 – Session 1 Canola Pulses Phenology

Day 1 – Session 2 Canola Mental health & finding system profit Pulses

Day 2 – Session 3 Weeds Insects & other pests Diseases

Day 2 – Session 4 Weeds Diseases Insects & other pests

(Agenda subject to change)



Concurrent Sessions DAY 1
Canola (Sessions 1 & 2)
Time 
session 1 

Time 
session 2 

Topic and Speaker(s)

1:20 pm 3:35 pm Matching canola variety with 
environment & management 
• Time of sowing, flowering windows &

drivers of phenology
Jeremy Whish (CSIRO)

1:50 pm 4:05 pm Predicting canola phenology using 
environment and genetics
Shannon Dillon (CSIRO)

2:20 pm 4:35 pm Effect of heat stress on canola yield 
& quality - what’s the impact of 
genetics?
Rajneet Uppal (NSW DPI)

2:50 pm 5:05 pm Discussion session - planning for canola 
2023, issues to consider.

Pulses (Sessions 1 & 2)
Time 
session 1 

Time 
session 2

Topic and Speaker(s)

1:20 pm 3:35 pm Pulse agronomy to maximise yield 
& farming system benefit 
• 2 years data on locally relevant soils
Maurie Street (GOA)

1:50 pm 4:05 pm Pulse manure crops for nitrogen 
banking 
Peter McInerney (3D Ag)

2:25 pm 4:40 pm Aphids in faba beans - an update 
Zorica Duric (NSW DPI)

2:45 pm 5:00 pm Discussion

Phenology (Session 1 only)
Time 
session 1 

Topic and Speaker(s)

1:20 pm An updated cereal phenology classification 
- finding the fit for new wheat and barley
varieties
Rick Graham (NSW DPI)

1:50 pm Long coleoptile wheat - for a longer sowing 
window and deeper seeding option - how will 
they change how we grow wheat? 
Greg Rebetzke (CSIRO)

2:20 pm Dual purpose wheat and canola research 
in northern New South Wales – varieties, 
agronomy, TOS and production performance
Rick Graham (NSW DPI)

2:45 pm Discussion

Mental health & finding farm profit (Session 2 only)
Time 
session 2

Topic and Speaker(s)

3:35 pm Looking after yourself to look after your clients 
in challenging times
Camilla Herbig (RAMHP)

4:40 pm Finding profit in the face of increasing input 
costs, interest and land value 
Simon Fritsch (Agripath)

Concurrent Sessions DAY 2
Weeds (Sessions 3 & 4)
Time 
session 3

Time 
session 4

Topic and Speaker(s)

8:30 am 10:45 am New pre-emergent herbicides - how 
are they performing?
Chris Preston (Uni of Adelaide)

9:00 am 11:15 am Advances in the biological control 
of flax leaf fleabane with a novel 
rust fungus
Ben Gooden (CSIRO)

9:25 am 11:40 am Weed mapping using drones for 
targeted weed spraying
John Single (Single Agriculture)

9:50 am 12:05 pm Practicalities of integrating alternate 
weed management strategies in 
regional farming systems
Greg Condon (Grassroots Agronomy)

Insect & other pests (Sessions 3 & 4)
Time 
session 3 

Time 
session 4

Topic and Speaker(s)

8:30 am 10:45 am The impact of insecticides on 
beneficial insects in broadacre 
crops & how we can support them
Lizzy Lowe (Cesar Australia)

9:05 am 11:20 am How do new slug products perform 
in wet conditions & on other 
establishment pests?
Michael Nash (What Bugs You)

9:40 am 11:55 am Mice management strategies in the 
lead up to baiting. Optimising bait 
effectiveness with different levels of 
background food
Steve Henry (CSIRO)

Diseases (Sessions 3 & 4)
Time 
session 3

Time 
session 4

Topic and Speaker(s)

8:30 am 10:45 am Rust in 2023 & beyond
• Pathotypes, varieties & strategies for

durable deployment of new resistance
genes

Robert Park (Uni of Syd PBI)
9:00 am 11:15 am Cereal diseases - an autopsy of 

2022 & doing better in 2023
• Rusts, yellow leaf spot, mildew &

blotches
• Septoria
• Crown-rot
• Fungicide resistance
Steven Simpfendorfer (NSW DPI)

9:40 am 11:55 am Rust sentinel sites in Central NSW - 
what did we learn in 2022?
Maurie Street (GOA)

9:55 am 12:10 pm Discussion



Registration Form
Register online at http://www.icanrural.com.au or complete & mail/email or fax this form to 02 9482 4931. 
A tax invoice will be issued on receipt of payment.

I would like to register*** ________(no people) for the following:
Face-to-face participation* Face-to-face participation* Amount
Standard registration
(received by COB Thu 15 Feb 2023)
No of participants

Late registration
(received after 15 Feb 2023)
No of participants

$

Both days: Wed 22 & Thu 23 Feb 2023 Cost: $200 pp Cost: $220 pp $

Day 1: Wed 22 Feb 2023 Cost: $130 pp  Cost: $140 pp $

Day 2: Thu 23 Feb 2023 Cost: $130 pp  Cost: $140 pp $

 I would like  extra copies of the proceedings (collect at conference) ($40 each) $

 I am unable to attend but would like  copies of proceedings (includes postage) ($55 each posted after the event) $
Total $

Networking dinner* (Supported by FMC & AGT) Free to update participants. No of participants:  (GST inclusive)

Details for tax invoice and further correspondence:
Name:

Organisation:

Address: Postcode:

Phone: Mobile:

Email:

 I am not a participant (i.e. the above is for tax invoice/receipt only) OR   I am a participant

Participant details (fill in and tick)

Name Email address Mobile Face to face Network 
dinnerDay 1 Day 2

   

   

   

   
* Day registration covers lunch, morning/afternoon tea & papers. Day registrants are also welcome to the networking event on Wed 22 Feb 2023 at the Devil’s 
Elbow Brewery. This networking function is at no cost courtesy of FMC and AGT. You must be registered for one or both days to attend.

Dietary requirements (include name):

Privacy
 I am happy to have my contact details retained by the Grains Research Development Corporation (GRDC) and Independent Consultants Australia 

Network Pty Ltd (ICAN) to communicate information regarding new developments in the grains industry. Your information will be handled in 
accordance with Australian Privacy Principles and the GRDC’s privacy policy which can be accessed from the GRDC’s website at www.grdc.com.au

 I wish my contact details to be removed from the database soon after this event.

Payment method (please tick): (Sorry Amex & Diners not accepted)
 Visa     MasterCard     Cheque (enclosed) – cheques should be made payable to ‘ICAN Pty Ltd’

Card Number:                     Expiry date:  /  CCV Number: 

Card Holder (as on card):  Signature of cardholder: 

Cancellation policy
We will happily refund your registration fee, providing you notify us at least two working days prior to the function. Refunds are not guaranteed for 
cancellations made after this date.

Contact details
Independent Consultants Australia Network (ICAN) Pty. Ltd.  ABN: 48 069 548 287 
PO Box 718, Hornsby NSW 1630,  Fax: 02 9482 4931  Ph: 02 9482 4930 Email: andrea@icanrural.com.au

http://www.icanrural.com.au
http://www.grdc.com.au
mailto:andrea@icanrural.com.au

